Dear Reader,

I am new to producing reading sermons. So, if you have any suggestions as to how I might improve my format or what I include – please email me at cdanielwilson@gmail.com. I will warn you, that I do not use short sentences. I will endeavor to work on this over time, but I don’t naturally write that way. However, you can easily break most of my longer sentences into 2 or 3 smaller ones where I have “…” or “–“ or commas. If you do the work on making it into smaller sentences – feel free to email it to me, and I am happy to share your work with others. I do have some of these available which people have sent me. I will eventually make them available as part of the normal manuscripts.

I have left my sermon manuscript formatted the way I normally write and read my sermons. They are colourful and written in conversational English. If you are a grammar nazi – then you will be frustrated with my punctuation and phrasing. However, once you read it out loud, you will normally be able to tell what I meant to say. SERIOUSLY, READ IT OUTLOUD. You will also see that I use a good bit of bold, italics, underlining and different colours to signal what are the most important things to say, and also to make it easier for my eye to pick up my place in the middle of paragraphs. I would recommend that you keep as many of those things as possible to help you keep your place. However, you will probably want to increase the spacing between lines. I highly encourage you to commit as much of the introduction or children’s illustrations to memory as you can, so that these can be delivered to the congregation with maximum eye contact. 

Where possible, I highly recommend that you listen to the sermon as I preached it at either the Nelson website or the website of North Shore. I recommend that because that will also help hear the places where I added or skipped over material in the manuscript, and the places where I clarified my meaning. I have edited bits and pieces which I thought most important, but I have not sought to include all the additional material that comes to me while in the pulpit. I would practically have to use a transcription service for that. However, I hope and pray that this sermon will be a blessing to you and to your congregation. To God be the Glory!

Blessings in our Lord, Pastor Daniel Wilson

My Suggestions for the Order of Service 
Song before the Service: (STL#191) 
Brothers and Sisters, The REASON why we are here to Worship, is because our help is in … Grace, Mercy and Peace from God the Father, Son & Holy Spirit. Amen
Let us now sing, a Song of Praise: Sing to the Lord #118B vs.1,3,5 “Give Thanks to God” 
PROFESS OUR FAITH USING THE APOSTLES CREED
Seated – READ LD 22… page 30 in F&C books
Let’s continue to Sing to the Lord #183 “The Lord’s My Shepherd” 
We come now to our time of Congregational Prayer: Prayer…
Let’s Also turn in our Bibles to our reading for this evening… a Bit longer than normal, and so we will read it in sections: 1 Corinthians 15:1-26
We come now to our time of serving God with our first and best: In 1 Cor.16 vs.1-2 Paul says: READ In those words, Paul is explaining, that on the first day of the Week (Christian Sabbath/Sunday), God’s people were to set aside money in keeping with their income (as he may prosper)… so that there would be money available for the work of the Lord when Paul visited. We do the same principle today. On this the first day of the week, we give according to How God has made us prosper – giving the OT standard minimum of 10% of our income, and then giving additional offerings as God leads us. Therefore, let us worship God now, with His tithes, & our additional freewill offerings(Deacons)

* Song of Preparation: Sing to the Lord #310 “Praise the Saviour, now and ever” 
Sermon Text: 1 Corinthians 15:35-58 Sermon Title: Light at the end of the Tunnel
* Song of Response: Sing to the Lord #306 “Alleluia! Alleluia!” 
May the Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, & the Love of God the Father, & the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all Amen
Doxology: #525 + Amen
Evening Sermon: LD22: The Light at the end of the tunnel
Text: I Corinthians 15

Reading whole Chapter, but preaching the themes of Resurrection and Eternal Life only… so sorry no answers tonight on the baptized for the dead thing…
Introduction:
Children have you ever been in a tunnel? A Tunnel is a road or track that goes underground. Perhaps you have seen or read about them from Thomas the tank engine… Tunnels are used to make a shortcut straight through mountains or hills, instead of going over or around them. Or, as here in Auckland on the way to the airport, tunnels can make a shortcut under water and housing to cut travel times! Our tunnels here in Auckland or normally pretty well lit, but the Historical Problem with tunnels is that they can be very dark, and the longer a tunnel is, the darker it will be. When people travel through a long DARK tunnel it can get scary, but they always feel better when they can see the light from the other end of the tunnel. 

Our culture has taken the experience of going through a tunnel and applied it to the “dark” or difficult times of life. When people are sick or sad, they say they feel “lost in a dark tunnel.” But when they begin to see that life is improving, they say, “I can see the light at the end of the tunnel.” For most people, nothing is darker or sadder than death. And yet for Christians there is a light at the end of the tunnel – as we will study tonight – unlike non-Christians, we have the hope of the resurrection.
(Review) Over the last few weeks we have been examining the final articles of the Apostles’ creed. This evening we will look at the last 2: the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. We will be looking at chapter 15 of I Corinthians. In this book, Paul addresses the divisions in the church, the need for discipline in the church, the difficulties they faced and in chapter 15 he deals with their disbelief – specifically, some people’s rejection of the resurrection and eternal life.
Paul’s argument in this chapter can be summarized as follows:
The essential doctrines of the resurrection & eternal life enable true Christians to stand firm in the faith.
Or the negative way to say the same thing:
 Without the resurrection and eternal life, Christians are the most to be pitied for all they do is in vain!
We will examine the text under 2 headings:
I. What is so important about the Resurrection?
II. How does the Resurrection & Eternal Life practically affect us as Christians?
We begin by asking the question:

I. What is so important about the Resurrection? (REPEAT)
a. Crucial element of the Gospel (1-11)

I love the way Paul begins in verses 1 &2: READ 
Paul puts the emphasis on the Corinthians’ prior acceptance of the Gospel he preached, then he bluntly explains: “If you believe this Gospel – you are saved. If you don’t hold to it anymore, then you are lost!”
Paul summarizes the Gospel he preached in verses 3-8: He gives us 4 Main Points:
1) Christ died for our sins, according to the Scriptures 
2) He was buried

3) He was raised on the 3rd day, according to the Scriptures
Notice that Paul puts the stress on Death and Resurrection by adding: According to the Scriptures! He is pointing out that Jesus literally died (as was witnessed by experienced Roman executioners) and Jesus literally/physically rose from the dead – and that is proven because both deeds were prophesied in the Scriptures of the Old Testament! And… 
4) Jesus appeared to OR was seen by many witnesses (One commentator was given to alliteration and summarized the list quite well as: He appeared to His Friends, flock of disciples, family/James, followers and foe). This HUGE list is intended to overwhelm the reader with the validity of Jesus’ resurrection.
THEN… In verses 9-10, Paul digresses about his apostleship and sin… but in verse 11, he continues his thought saying, Whether, then, it was I or they (the other disciples), so we preach, and so YOU believed! In other words, Corinthians…  (and all Christians) Jesus’ death and resurrection is a crucial part of the Gospel.
Paul further explains the importance of the Resurrection in verses 12-19:
b. Christianity without the resurrection of Christ… is pointless!
Please look at Verse 12: READ    












Here is the problem the Corinthian church faced – some part of the congregation had begun to reject the resurrection. Similar to many modern liberals, they still claimed to believe in Christ, they just chose not to believe in this one thing.  But the Apostle Paul makes it abundantly clear that rejecting this part of the Gospel ruins it…  

Paul first looks at the effect such a rejection has on their faith - In verse 13-14, READ!




Verse 15 essentially explains that if there is no such thing as the resurrection then that must apply to Christ; which makes the whole Gospel message a lie… Liberals don’t like to admit this, but if there is no resurrection, the Gospel is not a nice story with a moral, not a myth that helps people – Christ without the resurrection makes the Christian faith – a BIG FAT LIE!
Paul continues… Verse 16 is the same as verse 13. Look at verse 17 with me, READ 




You see, there is no forgiveness without the resurrection. When Christ rose from the dead, He broke the power of death. If He didn’t rise, then He couldn’t be truly God and truly man. If He wasn’t God then His sacrifice isn’t sufficient to pay for anyone’s sins! And if that is true, then Christians are still in their sins and guilty before God deserving of eternal Hell. Indeed, as Paul notes in verse 18: If there is no forgiveness, “then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ (or Christians who have died) have perished! (ie perished eternally)” 
Paul summarizes his point in verse 19: READ: 









Our catechism speaks of the resurrection being a comfort, and Paul clearly points out that if we don’t have that hope, then we are the opposite of comforted – we are to be pitied because our faith is false.
But your Faith is not False, Paul explains the positive importance of the resurrection in verses 20-26
c. Christ demonstrated His power over death through His resurrection (which proves that we will be…) 
Let’s look at verses 20 – 23 READ… 










In these words we find one of the foundations for the catechism’s comfort in the resurrection. For in Q/A #57 we read that our bodies will be resurrected by the power of Christ – When Christ comes again, all the bodies of those who belong to Christ through faith will arise – As Paul told the Philippians, Christ will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like His glorious body! Indeed, that is what Paul explains extensively in verses 35 to 49… 
BUT As He explains in verses 24 and following, when Christ returns, the resurrection of the dead is the death of death. For at that moment, death, the Christian’s last enemy, will be defeated… for, from that moment on, we will live forever – body and soul in the presence of God – never to fear death again… So, You see, the Resurrection is vitally important!
Now that leads us to our Second question:

II.  How does the Resurrection & Eternal Life practically affect us as Christians? (REPEAT)
a. The catechism rightly teaches the idea of comfort  
We are comforted to know that the opposite of verse 19 is true… It says, “If we have hoped in Christ in this life only, we are of all men most to be pitied!” AND YET, Since Christ DID really die and did really rise from the dead, then we have the comfort that we ARE NOT only Hoping in Christ for THIS LIFE!! AND THAT HAS NUMEROUS Implications for how we live!

Because you aren’t taking payment & joy in this life alone – this life is altogether an investment in eternity. What He is saying is powerful: If you live in such a way where all your reward is coming to you now, you’re most to be pitied…
Think about it this way… Many people say, I want to be a Christian because it is a nice lifestyle. They feel good about giving a little and having a “support” group within the church. And they like having the pastor say nice things on Sundays about hope etc. But if that is your summary of the Christian life, then SOMETHING IS DREADFULLY WRONG! If that was the way it was supposed to be, then Paul would have said, Oh, if only for this life we have hope in Christ, we haven’t done that badly – it was a pretty nice life after all… but that isn’t what He says! 
 
BY IMPLICATION He is saying that Christians receive comfort from the resurrection and eternity because they spent this life for Christ and not for earthly gain or pleasure!!
Now this idea of comfort only applies if your Christian life is not one of pleasure… 
b. The Resurrection and Eternal Life practically motivate and encourage us to actually LIVE for Christ!
Look at what Paul says in verses 30-32: He is speaking about the implications on life if there was no resurrection: READ

 Stop there a moment: Paul is explaining that if this is all there is, then it makes sense to just party on – to sit back and live a comfortable life. If this is the extent of all existence – you deserve a long retirement and nice things – eat and drink because your death is coming soon – enjoy life while you can. But He doesn’t stop there, because the Resurrection is REAL: VERSE 33-34 READ 


The Reason to live godly self-sacrificing lives in Christ is because we are looking forward to the resurrection and eternal life in heaven! Without this, we would all be hedonistic drunk gluttons – just waiting until we die… Some of you wonder why the world lives so badly, but what should amaze you is that they aren’t much worse…  because evil lives are just the logical conclusion of thinking there is nothing after death. 

Criminals are simply being logical. There was a criminal character in a movie recently who lived this philosophy completely – just a fiendish thief who lived every day completely for himself… when he was called crazy, and his reply was priceless, “He said, I am not crazy, I am just ahead of the curve” – meaning, he was just more logical than everyone else – His way of life matched his belief.

THIS <-> … is where the Resurrection and Eternal Life become imminently practical – because we are forced to ask ourselves: Do our lives match or correspond to our belief? Do you live like tomorrow you die, or like tomorrow you go to stand before God the Judge? Think about it…
c. Finally, These two doctrines practically affect the way we view death… 
Paul really pushes us in verses 35- to the end of the chapter, to see that death makes sense because our bodies must be changed before going to heaven. He begins by explaining the similarity between a seed dying and turning into a plant, and our bodies dying/decaying and being raised spiritual and glorious in Christ. Furthermore, inheriting a glorious resurrected body through Christ is as logical as inheriting death from Adam. He expands more in verses 50 and following, better than I can summarize:  READ 50-54

When Christ returns, those who are still alive will be transformed even as the dead Christians’ bodies are resurrected. AND All believers will be with Christ in glorified bodies and purified souls. Then Death will be swallowed up in victory, and Death will lose its sting – because through Jesus Christ what death separated – God will reunite in Glory! 

Verses 55 – 57 are so beautiful: READ 

Through this we see death is a toothless tiger…  For those who believe that Jesus Christ died for their sins, and rose for their justification – Death is merely the final part of the curse! The final little bit of hell that a believer must go through before tasting the glories of Christ for all eternity! Death is nothing to be afraid of for the believer, for we know that even our bodies will be glorified and made whole again in the resurrection!

I originally thought to make special application for those who are elderly and closer to death, but I have heard of many young people dying over the years… And so I realized that we all need to reconsider how we view death. If you are saved by faith, then to a certain extent you can look forward to death, knowing that to live means service for Christ, but to die means your personal gain!

Christians need to put the FUN back in Funeral, so that we might learn to celebrate Death as the Gateway to Everlasting life! Not celebrating Death itself (for it is part of the curse), but celebrating that the power and victory even of death is only partial and limited, and IT WILL BE OVERTURNED IN THE RESURRECTION!
Conclusion:

Tonight, we have seen that the Resurrection is important because it is a crucial element of the Gospel, indeed that your whole faith is pointless without it. We have also seen that this doctrine along with eternal life is imminently practical… full of comfort, motivation and encouragement. 

What I think is really important for you to take away tonight is this: If you are living only for today, for yourself and your pleasure, or if you are afraid of death – you need to examine your beliefs. 
If you are a pagan on your way to Hell, this is completely logical and will only get worse. But if you are or desire to be a Christian –  then you must live accordingly. As Paul said, stop sinning and come back to your senses… Repent of that former way of life and instead seek to make verse 19 true of your life. 
So TRUST, SO Obey, So Serve Christ that when someone looks at you they can truly say, “Wow, I hope for their sake that they’re right, because otherwise they are wasting their life!” Brothers and Sisters, Waste your life for Christ, and you will find that it will turn out to be your greatest gain – in the resurrection! 












AMEN!
